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They were incorporated in letters addressed to Philip—
letters, however, written by Philip's propagandists and by
Philip's orders. Thus the king could allege that the com-
plaints were spontaneous and that he had no option but to
examine the protests of his subjects against the papacy.
From charges that Clement sold the benefices of the Church,
Philip's hired liars passed to other accusations. Clement,
they wrote, loves gold above all things, and it is because he
has been bribed that he now defends the Temple from well-
merited punishment. The prisoners have confessed to great
crimes, yet the Pope pretends to believe in their innocence and
is willing to sully the faith so long as he lines his pockets
with money. He pretends that the pious King of France
has acted irregularly in arresting these depraved heretics, and
declares that only the Pope can interfere in the affairs of the
Templars. Let Clement remember Moses! Moses had
condemned twenty-two thousand Israelites and put them to
death without the authority of Aaron, the priest set over the
people. It was absurd for Clement to suggest that the King
of France should permit such self-confessed corruptors of the
faith as the Templars to continue their devilish work in
France, and all faithful Christians would realise that the
Pope's opposition was based only on greed and indifference
to the cause of Jesus Christ.
Philip had hoped to receive the approval of the Masters
of Theology of the University of Paris to the measures that
he had taken and considered taking against the Templars,
and had put seven questions to them on the subject. The
University replied on March 25th, 1308, after three months
of discussion. The questions and answers are summarised
below: —
question	answer
I. It is admitted that the Church	I. A secular prince can take action
has a duty to proceed against the	against heretics only when they
offenders of the faith, both to	have been remitted to him by
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